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by HERBERT W. ARMSTRONG -- 27: 35 MIN/SEC

00: 0O M/S

HWA: The Message of Jesus Christ. Why have we not heard the Gospel of
Jesus Christ. Why isit that the gospel we have heard is a gospel of men, not
the gospel of Christ, but a gospel of men about Christ. They have come
preaching that He is the Christ, they have come in His name, but they have
done away with His message which had to do with the Kingdom of God.

Jesus preached the government of God. He preached obedience to God. He
preached the authority of God and the authority of the word of God. And that
man shall live by every word of God. Today, apparently, that has nothing to do
withit. They say there are no works and by that they mean you don't have to
obey, you can lean to your own conscious; do what you think is right, accept
Jesus Christ as savior and you will be saved. Well, we went into this matter in
some detail of how Jesus said, that they're worshipping himin vain,
worshipping Him, accepting Him as savior, worshipping Him and al in vain,
teaching for doctrines, just the ideas, the commandments of men--(Mark 7: 7).

01: 15 M/S

HWA: And now my friends, don't misunderstand me, when men give their
Ideas, their traditions, their doctrines, they give you what they think is right.
(Prov. 16:25) Thereisaway that seemeth right unto a man, the end thereof are
the ways of death. But today, people teach that if you do what you think is
right that's all thereisto it and if you just accept Jesus Christ you'll be saved,
but | want to tell you that such people are on mighty dangerous ground.

Mighty dangerous ground. Y ou better write in for our booklet, What kind of
faith isrequired for Salvation? They say if you just accept Christ, just believe
in Christ, you'll be saved. Well, will you? There are millions of people that are
professing Christ. They think they have accepted Him. They believe in Him.
And they think they have faith in Christ. And they are not saved, they are on
the most dangerous ground; they are deceived. And the very fact that they
accept Christ and think that He istheir savior, they think they are saved as they
say, isthe most dangerous thing of all. Because now they are perfectly
satisfied.

02: 20 M/S

HWA: The person who knows that he islost, who knows that he has no
salvation whatsoever, always has a pr etty good chance that maybe he will
come to his senses, that he will repent and that he will turn to God through
Christ and that he will find salvation. Y ou know you have to come to know
that in order to ever come to salvation, but the person who is absolutely surein
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his own mind that heis alright; if heiswrong he's on the most dangerous

ground of all. Now, in the fourth chapter of Mark, well it also beginsin the
13th of Matthew and the eighth chapter of Luke. But I'm going to read you,
just now, from Mark's gospel, in the fourth chapter, and the first two verses.

(Mark 4: 1-2) “And again, Jesus began to teach by the sea side: and thereis
gathered unto him avery great multitude,” [Now | want you to notice that in
this case there is amultitude there. Jesus never did seek crowds. He cameto
call Hisown disciples. Jesus called His own disciples. They did not choose
Him. He chose them. And in Hisfinal prayer, recorded in the seventeenth
chapter of John just before He was crucified, the very night before as a matter
of fact, in which was on the very calendar day of the year as God counts time,
He mentioned to God that they were the ones that God had given to Him!.] So
God chosethem and God lead Him to know which ones and to call them.
Peter was a fisherman. Peter didn't what to be adisciple of Christ. Hedidn't
want be aminister. He want to be afisherman but Jesus said, “Come and
follow me.” Anditisrecorded that Peter forsook all and followed Christ. At
least he thought he had forsook al and he did at the time but later he even
denied him three times while he was on trial for His life that night. But, Jesus
never did seek crowds but the miracles He performed made Him very famous
and people began to talk about Him and he began to wonder if this was the
Messiah that was prophesied to come.

04: 25 M/S

HWA: (Matt 13: 1-3) And so multitudes would gather wherever he was and
here he is over here by the seaside, and there was gathered a great multitude so
that he enter into a boat and sat in the sea. They crowded about so that he
couldn't even talked to them; He had to get away from them alittle distance to
talk so he went out into aboat in the sea. And all the multitude were by the
sea, on the land and He taught them many things.., how? How did he speak to
them always? How did He always speak to the crowds or the multitudes? |
want you to notice this? He spoke to them many thingsin parables, and He
said unto them in His teaching, Hearken,.. Now notice, He's speaking in
parables, he said listen, Behold, a sower went forth to sow; and it came to pass,
as He sowed,

05: 17 M/S

HWA: (Matt 13: 4-9) ““ Some seeds fell by the way side, and the birds came
and devoured it: Othersfell on rocky ground, where it had not much earth: [not
much depth of any kind or was no good soil and straightway it sprang up
because it had no deepness of earth. It sprang up quickly. And when the sun
was risen it was scorched. And because it had no root, it withered away. And
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others fell among the thorns. And the thorns grew up and choke it and it
yielded no fruit. And othersfell upon the good ground and yielded fruit and
growing up and increasing and brought forth 30 fold and some 60 fold and a
100 fold. Some even a hundred, some more than others. And He said, he who
has earsto hear, let him hear.”” And when he was aone, they that were about
Him, with the twelve, asked Him of the parables. Their was afew more
disciplesthere, beside the twelve. He had called them; one of them was chosen
after Jesus had ascended to heaven to take the place of Judas Iscariot. And
they had to be disciplesthat had been with Him every since he began His
teaching and His ministry with Him that had gone all over everywhere with
Him along with Peter, James and John and the others. Now, in Matthew's
account in the thirteen chapter of Matthew, in the tenth verse, it says that

06: 40 M/S

HWA: Thedisciples came, and said unto him, “Why speakest thou unto them
in parables? And in Luke's account, in Luke eight, verse nine, And his
disciples asked him What this parable might be?’ [Now, they didn’t
understand it. They didn't know what He meant; it didn’t make the meaning
more clear. It clouded it up and they couldn't understand aword that he said.]

HWA: Hereiswhat He answered, asisrecorded in Matthew: Matthew
thirteen, verse eleven (Matt 13:11). Will you open up your own Bible, if you
don't have it jot that down, take something out of your pocket and jot it down,
get a pencil, something; jot thisdown. Look at it in your own Bible and you
will get asurprise. Why have we not understood the Bible? Why have we not
heard its plain true teachings? Why have we not heard the message of Jesus
instead of a message of men; merely about His person. Notice, Jesus answered
and said when they asked Him to explain, they didn't understand it. And they
said why do you speak to them in parables? Why, we can't understand, and He
said, unto them,

07: 43M/S
HWA: (Matt 13:11) “Unto you, it is given to you to know the mysteries of the
Kingdom of heaven, but to them it is not given.”

Now, in Mark’s account:

(Mark 4: 11) He said unto them, “Unto you it isgiven [to you is given] the
mystery of the Kingdom of God: but unto them that are without, all these things
are donein parables.”

08: 05 M/S
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HWA: Now listen, The disciples were not without, they were on the inside,
and they were given, what we might call today in the vernacular, thisinside
information. Why? Because Jesus had called them. They were ordained to
eternal life. They had been predestinated to be called at that time. You
know, very few people understand predestination and because they do not
understand it, they say it isn'tinthe Bible. Butitis. The Bible talks about
predestination and then people get all upset and think that well, maybe |'m
predestinated to belost; well you're mistaken. You are not predestinate to
be lost because no manis. But nobody understandsit, so it seems. Now if you
want to understand that let me mentioned another booklet that we have here,
and you'll have to mention these booklets by name.

08: 54 M/S

HWA: Listen, if you write in and say send me the booklets that are mentioned
on such and such a broadcast on such and such dated, | want know what
booklet you mean. Let metell you why, my friends, this program, which many
of you are hearing this very second that I'm speaking is going out live on the
radio right now. But this program is also being recorded on tape recording
machines that at the same time and there will be other copies made of it from
those and besides those of you that are hearing it at this minute live, some of
you are going to be hearing it later, and it will be on one date on one station and
another date on another, in some cases. And | won't know what station you
heard it on unless you tell me and even then | won't know what date that's
station broadcasts this message and when you heard it. So you'll haveto
mention these booklets by name. Otherwise, | don't know, we'll probably send
you the wrong booklet. And we don't want to do that. Alright, you writein for
the booklet on predestination. It's absolutely free. And, we'll be very happy to
send it to you. Now, | mentioned another booklet awhile ago. You'll have to
mentioned it by nameif you get it. And that is What Kind of Faith is Required
for Salvation? That's all you need to mentioned. And we'll be very happy to
send you that booklet. It's an attractive booklet, it's not a cheap track at all. We
don't send out any cheap track because I'll tell you why, my friends, let me
explain that. Perhaps we spend alittle more money to print the kind of
booklets that we do, but they're printed in our own printing shop in our own
men are printing them; men whose lives are consecrated to God and it is done
by our own people right here in our own printing shop. But, we print these
bookletsin an attractive manner becausethe word of God isvery

Important.

11: 0O M/S
HWA: You are going to be judged by the word of God and if you find eternal
life, you'll have to find it in and through the word of God! The word of God is
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absolute authority over our lives, and when we give you the word of God and
make it plain to you in these booklets. Now, Jesus set an example and He
preached and took the scriptures and expounded them and explained them.
And He's going to explain something right here. And Jesus set us as an
example. He sent out Peter and John, and James and Andrew and those other
apostles to explain the scripture; to preach. He sent out the Apostle Paul. It's
right that we should preach and expound and explain the scripture. Many are
expounded and explaining it improperly and incorrectly and there are many
false prophetsand so | say,

11: 48 M/S

HWA: It’sright that you should listen! Itsright that you should listen
without prejudice and with open mind but take your Bible and search the Bible
and prove all things whether these are right and whether they are true. Do that
when you get one of our booklets. Do it asyou listen to meontheair! A lot of
people will tell you that I’m afalse prophet. Now, that’s either so or else

they’ re mistaken or they’re lying, it’s one or the other. But on the other hand,
there are many false prophets; how do you know who they are? Now, if you
will just listen, and open up your Bible, and if you will study that prayerfully
and open your mind, and your heart to the truth of God and asked God to reveal
you the truth asyou seeit in the Bible, it isright that the true ministers of God
whom he calls, should expound and explain and lead you where you can see it
in your Bible and that will help to open your eyes. And | think..,

12: 42 M/S

HWA: You know, areal silver dollar, if you ever find one, and they have a
ring to them and you can tell when adollar ringstrue. And soitiswith the
truth of God if you will really look at it honestly! I'll tell you, my friends,
they're thousands of people all over the United States that are studying their
Bible desperately and in bitterness to try to prove that what they hear from this
broadcast iswrong. They, they don't likeit. They don't won't it, | tell you why,
because the word is of God is like a sharp two-edged sword. And it cuts. And
it cuts both ways and people don't liketo be hurt by it or cut. The Bibleis
profitable to correct us and to reprove us and to instruction us in righteousness

13: 26 M/S

HWA: Jesus said, thisis the condemnation that light is come into the world.
He wasthat light. Hewasthe ‘Word of God’ and the BibleisHisword in
writing. And he said that thisis the condemnation; light has come into the
world. That light isin HisBible. And men love the darkness, rather than the
light because their deeds were evil. Now, it will correct; it will reprove and a
lot of people are desperately trying to prove that what you hear me say on this
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program iswrong! That it isnot according to the Bible. And | ask youtotry to
proveit too. | challengeyoutodoit. | chalenge you to open your Bible and
try to prove whether thisisright or wrong. But, listen, do it with an honest
heart and with an open mind. Because, | want to tell you something, prejudice
Is an absolute barrier to the truth and if you're going to be prejudice you can't
get thetruth. If you're going to judge whether what you hear me preach isright
or wrong, according to what is already in your mind, and judge it by your mind,
your convictions, your ideas, well you're going to say that I'm wrong and you're
going to just be smug and satisfied about it, | suppose, | don't know what, you'll
be perfectly satisfied but you're going to find there is weeping and gnashing
of teeth when you come into the judgment day!

14: 44 M/S

HWA: That's what you're going to find, now.., you’ d better be sure. And you
can besureif it comes out of the Bible and if your mind is open. Now, if
you're just trying to prove I'm wrong, in awrong spirit, why that isn't going to
get you anywhere either cause, | tell you something else, most people believe
only what they want to believe. And if you're like that, and you refuse to
believe what you don't want, you're not going to believe that I'm telling the
truth because | don't think very many are going to want to believeit. It cuts!
And it corrects and it reproves and people don't likeit.

15: 17 M/S
HWA: The hardest thing for human natureisto confess wherewe're

wrong! Oh, that'sso hard. | know, my friends, I’ m speaking by experience
because God made me do it. He called me. And he brought me down, very
low. And He gave me the battle of my life, and | didn't like the light when it
came, and | hated it too because it was going to correct me. And because |
could see it would mean giving up alot of my former friends and associates. |
knew what it was going to mean and | could see the price | was going to have
to pay and | shrank back from it; human nature in me did. | hated to pay that
price but | was face to face with whether | would reject truth when | saw it in
order to have my own way about some other things, and | knew what would
happenif | did. And| had cometo theloveof thetruth. And finally, the
love of the truth and obedience to God won out. And | had to struggle for six
months. But finally, | surrendered and when | did, | surrendered all the way to
God and | gave my life to Him and told Him if He could use it He could have
it. Well hewas calling it and He was reducing me down to the place where |
would offer it to Him because He was calling me as | now know. He had
given reason for thefact that he was calling me before but | wouldn't
accept it, | was carnal and natural and | wanted my own way like everybody
else until God reduced me down to the place where | was willing to surrender.
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16: 54 M/S

HWA: Now, you know, | find that it isn't hard to admit I'm wrong anymore
and any of you can write in and show me where | am wrong I'll confessit. But
of course for every letter like that, | get many, many other letters from people
that think I'm wrong because the truth that | preach doesn't agree with what is
in their minds and of course, they set up their minds and their ideas as the
standard, their criteria of truth and | just can't accept that! | accept the mind of
God and the word of God as truth and when their minds are different why, of
course they accuse me of being wrong; I'm afalse prophet and everything else
according to them. Well, my friends, your relationship with God is avery
private personal relationship between you and God.

17: 40 M/S

HWA: Your eternal destiny is between you and God along. If God uses me
asaservant to bringing it to you, it is your concern. My concern is acquitted
and close when | give you the truth. If | bring you the truth and you reject it,
God will require your blood at your hand, but He'll acquit me! If you listen,
and you repent as I've had to do, and you turn to God and find the glorious way
of life, and the glorious salvation, then you have saved your soul alive and will
be given immortal life. Now, if | have refused to preach this because it isn't
popular, and because | know alot of people don't like it, and because people do
want their own way and would like to be left alone going their own way, well
ultimately they're going to pay, but God would require the blood of all of you
people at my hands. And | would be held accountable and | know it. And so |
can't do that, |_haveto preach thetruth. It'sup to you to study it, but listen.
Most people will only accept what they want. You'’ d better get that out of your
mind and heart. And if you find it isthe truth, be willing to accept it. It may
look hard but it isn't so hard, | can tell you that after you do it, it isn't so hard.

18: 56 M/S
HWA: And it finaly becomes easy if you GET THE HABIT OF

REPENTANCE WHERE YOU'RE WRONG! It isagood habit to get into; it's
A HABIT THAT VERY FEW PEOPLE HAVE. That isagood habit, why
don’t you create it, or cultivate | think | should have said. Why don't you
cultivate that habit until it becomes fixed! Why don’t you put yourself to the
test whether you are as saved as you probably think you are or whether you are
deceived. Seewhat kind of faith isrequired for salvation; write for that booklet
on the kind of faith and also, if you've never understood predestination you'd
better write in and get it. Now | want to make some more, cover some more
territory here so less go along.

19: 33 M/S
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HWA: They didn’t understand this parable. Jesus said, now notice, unto you
[He had called them. They had been predestined to be called. He had called
them]. Y ou know, He said in another place that none can come to the son
except the spirit of the Father draw him--(John 6:44). Again we read that God
grantsrepentance unto life--(Acts 11: 18).

19: 58 M/S

HWA: Thereisamystery there. Now, | want you to notice something that you
haven't heard preached! This runs counter to and contrary to what you have
probably have believed and heard preached. Don't just get your dander up now
and get a chip on your shoulder because | don't agree or the Bible doesn't agree
with what you've been preaching and decided that the Bible's wrong and God's
wrong and I'm wrong. But look into thisand prove all things and see whether
you could bewrong. Listen,

(Mark 4: 10-11) “He said unto them, [I am just reading the plain words of
Jesus] Unto you it is given the mystery of the Kingdom of God: but unto them
that are without, all these things are done in parables: That seeing they may
see, and not perceive.” [But the understanding will never cometo their
minds. They just see but they don't grasp, they don't understand.] “and hearing
they may hear, and not understand.” [They hear sounds but thereno
meaning. They don't get the message. That's why he preached in parables so
they would not understand.] Matthew's account it this: He answered, why do
you speak in parables, He answered, “unto you it is given to know the
mysteries of the Kingdom of heaven, but to them it isnot given” (Matt 13:11).

21: 05 M/S

HWA: Listen, to these multitudes, it was not given to understand. And He
preached in alanguage they could not understand. It was not given to them to
understand. He had not called them. They had no chance to come to Him,
they had no opportunity to get the knowledge.

Now, there is a passage, a scripture that says, (Heb 10: 26-27)--“1f we sin
willfully after the knowledge of the truth is come, thereis no mor e sacrifice
for_sins, but acertain fearful looking for of judgment and fiery indignation, that
shall devour the adversaries.” That isif we sin willfully after the knowledge
of thetruth has come! Do you know my friends that there isnot onein
thousands here even in our so-called Christian United States that has ever
cometo areal knowledge of thetruth. God helping us, that's so. That isn't
the way that you've heard it preached, isit. That isn't the way the groups of
men organized together in religious organizations believe. That is not
according to the traditions of men! That is not according to the commandments
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of men that are used and believe today as doctrinesin the churches that make
the word of God of non-effect. | am giving you the word of God and not the
doctrines of church denominations.

22: 18 M/S
HWA: So listen, |et’s blow the dust off of our Bibles, let's clean out our ears
and let's open them up and get the truth crystal clear; hereit is, listen:

(Matt 13: 13) “Therefore speak | to them in parables: [Jesus said] because
seeing. they see not; and hearing, they hear not, neither do they understand.”
Now, let's read what Luke said about this same speech according to Luke's
report.

(Luke 8: 9-10) “Hisdisciples asked him, What might this parable be? And he
said, Unto you it is given to know the mysteries of the Kingdom of God: but to
rest in parables; that seeing they may not see, and hearing they may not
understand.” Now,

23: 00 M/S

HWA: (Matt 13:14) “And unto them isfulfilled the prophecy of Isaiah, By
hearing ye shall hear, and in no wise understand; and in seeing ye shall see, and
shall in no wise perceive.” [Isa 6: 9-10...For this people’ s heart is waxed
grossed and their ears are dull of hearing.] [HWA: Oh, God, grant that our
earsare not likethat in thisday.] “And their earsthey have closed” [are you
closing yours or are you opening them. Are you closing your mind and your
heart or will you, my friends, open them to the precious truth of God, to the
greatest treasure that you could every have; and you can have it without price.
And without money.] “And hear with their ears and understand with their heart
and should turn again that | should heal them.”

Now then, in Mark's account,

Mark 4: 11 “Seeing they may see, and not perceive; hearing they may hear,
and not understand; lest [Now, get this] lest happily they should turn again and
it should be forgiven them.” [Lest they should be saved, it isin the King
James] or to find salvation. And in order that they couldn't, He spoketo
them in parables. | read that out of the Bible, my friends, don't say that's
Herbert Armstrong'sidesa, that iswhat | read in the Bible and it'sin your Bible
in plain language.

24: 12M/S
HWA:
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(Mark 4: 13-17) “*“Know ye not this parable? And how shall you know all of
the parables? The sower sows the word. [The word of God] And these are they
by the way side, where the word is sown; and when they have heard,
straightway cometh Satan and takes away the word which has been sown in
them. And these, in like manner, are they that are sown upon the rocky places;
who, when they have heard the word, straightway received it with joy and they
have no roots in themselves, but they endure for a while and then when
tribulation and persecution arises because of the word, straightway they
stumble.”” Oh, my friends, don't let this happen, to you, and others. And
you'll notice, my friends, there is some doing. |If there was no doing and just
accepting and believing Christ, there wouldn't be any such thing as persecution
and tribulations; there wouldn't be anything such thing as enduring, you
wouldn't have to have aroot unto yourself to endure, depth of character, and
everything that this shows.

25: 04 M/S

HWA: Thisshowsthat thereis some struggle! There is some effort! Thereis
some development of character. Thereisgrowing in grace and in knowledgeto
produce fruit and to get into the Kingdom of God. That's what Jesus shows
when He explains the parable in plain language. But the multitudes didn't
understand then and they don't understand today.

HWA: (Mark 4. 18-19) “And others, are they that are sown among the thorns;
These are they that have heard the word, and the cares of thisworld, and the
deceitfulness of riches, and the lusts of other things entering in, or the cares of
the world or the deceitfulness of riches [as Matthew has it and Luke hasit,] and
the pleasures of thislife. They choked the word and it becomes unfruitful.”

25: 48 M/S

HWA: (Mark 4: 20) And then finally, the good ground: “ Those are they that
are sown on the good ground; such as hear the word and accept it!” Doesit
say accept Christ? No, in thisplaceit says| accept the word. Of course, you'll
have to accept Christ too if you accept the word. But it is more than just Christ
alone, its more than saying | accept Chrigt, just the name, it's accepting the
word. Jesus came preaching the gospel of the Kingdom of God and saying,
“Repent Ye, and believe the gospel.” You haveto believe His messageto be
saved. You have to accept the word of God to be saved and let it take root in
your life and bring forth fruit unto life eternal out of the word of God and
regard it asthe word of God with authority!
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26: 35 M/S
HWA: (Mark 4: 20) Now, they accept the word and accept it the word and
bear fruit because they live by every word of God and it bears fruit in their lives
living according to it, now, some more than others. Some thirty folds, some
sixty folds, some a hundred and ther e will be differencesin the Kingdom of
God in position. Now then, He goes on, He said, now coming to,

Mark 4: verse 26, coming right on herein Mark's gospel, 4: 26, the very next
verse after thisand,.. well that's afew verses where | was, He said to them, “So
isthe Kingdom of God, asif aman should cast seed upon the earth;” And then
here comes another parable; we'll go into them in the next program. In
Matthew 13, another parable said he before them saying, The Kingdom of
heaven is liken unto.., and so on. All theway it wasthe Kingdom of God.
Writein for those booklets now, that | mentioned. The one on predestination;
the one on What Kind of Faith, so until tomorrow, goodbye, friends. 27: 35 m/s

NOTE: The 11" chapter of Hebrew and the 11™ chapter of Romans and the
11" chapter of Isaiah all tie together!




