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AUDIO TRANSCRIPTION

HEBREWS STUDIES - PART SIX
BIBLE STUDY

by HERBERT W. ARMSTRONG

BACKGROUND: Thissermon is based on Melchizedek (Hebrew) & Melchisedec
(Greek).

00: 20 M/S

HWA: | wonder if you realize, my friends, that mysteries, mysteries of God... that
have been hidden, that have been locked until now... are being revealed today. The
prophet Daniel was used to write one of the greatest prophetic books of all time, but
he didn’t understand what he wrote. The angel appeared before Daniel and said:

Dan 12: 9-10 "Go your way, Daniel, the words are closed and sealed until the time of
the end. But this time when many will be running to and fro and knowledge will be
increased, and then the wise were to understand but none of the wicked would
understand.

01: 03 M/S
HWA: Well, now there's a Bible definition of what constitutes the wicked and what

constitutes the wise. The wick are simply those that are sinning and al have sinned
but sinin your Bibleis the transgression of the law of God. And again, you find the
beginning of wisdom is the fear of the Eternal. The fear of the Lord, the fear of the
Eternal is the beginning of wisdom; a good understanding have all they that do His
commandments. And there you are.

01: 34 M/S
HWA: Have you ever noticed how Jesus said to His disciples that many of the

prophets of old had desired to know the things that He was teaching them? That they
had searched diligently to know those things but could never know them; even though
they were, as Peter said, Holy men of old that were moved and inspired by the Holy
Spirit in the writing of the word of God. And even though they were Holy men and
even though they had the spirit of God and were inspired in the writing of the Holy
scriptures, very often they did not under stand what they wrote.

02: 13 M/S

HWA: Now, knowledge has been revealed progressively. Inthe days of Christ, some
were able to know some of the things, that had not been know five hundred, six
hundred, a thousand years before. But, my friends, in our day, many things are being
opened up and revealed that wer e not known even in the days of Christ. Thisisthe
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time of the end. And the words of Daniel for instance were closed and sealed until
the time of the end.

02: 45M/S

HWA: Now, we find that God had locked up these prophecies but there are certain
keysthat unlock the doors. And if you have those keys, you can begin to understand.
And without those keys you cannot understand. That's all thereistoit. A good
understanding have they that do His commandments; that’ s another reason why so
many do not understand today. People what to plead the blood of Christ, people want
to believe in adead Christ, but they do not want to obey God!

03: 16 M/S

HWA: Now, the only reason Jesus Christ had to die was because we' d been
disobeying God. And He died to reconcile you to God so that your sins not longer cut
you off from God, because our sins cut us off from God. And once we're reconciled
to God, then through the life of Jesus Christ, through His resurrection, we can receive
the very life of God. And salvation comes through the life of God. And through the
life, the resurrection of Christ. That’s made possible by His death. And so, His death
makes it possible for us to receive the Spirit of God, which isthe love of God shed
abroad in our hearts. The love that fulfills the law and makes it possible for usto be
obedient and when that love comes from God that fulfills His law, then you have the
very righteousness of God, then you become like God because you' re living like God,
you are thinking like God and that my friends will lead to the devel opment that will
bring you salvation!

04: 20 M/S

HWA: Now, one of the mysteries of the Bible, that very few have ever understood is
the identity of this mysterious man; Melchizedek. Who is or who was M el chizedek.
We've been going through this wonderful but little understood and little read book,
Hebrews, the Priesthood Book that tells about the job that Christ is doing right now.
Jesus Christ has avery high office, He has amission, ajob, a profession, a high office
and Heislaboring there, He doesn't sleep you know, He's not physical, He's not
human, He's been made divine. He has been made God. He was made flesh and
dwelled among us. But now, He has been made God, He is born a son of God by a
resurrection from the dead as you read in as you read in the first chapter of Romans.
And Heisthefirstborn of many brethren. And He's at the right hand of God the
Father sitting on His father's throne.

(Rom 1: 3-4) the gospel concerning his Son, who was descended from David
according to the flesh and designated Son of God in power according to the Spirit of
holiness by hisresurrection from the dead, Jesus Christ our Lord. RSV
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(Mark 16:19) So then the Lord Jesus, after he had spoken to them, was taken up into
heaven, and sat down at theright hand of God. RSV

05: 20 M/S

HWA: Heisn't yet sitting on His own throne, He is sitting on the Father’ s throne.
And heisthere asyour High Priest. To minister for you. And to seethat if you
conform to the terms and conditions which are very simple; that you repent, that you
obey and that you believe. And Heisthere to see that your prayers get answered!
There’' s areason why they aren’t answered. One reason is that you don’t repent and
you don’t obey! Another reason isthat you don’t come boldly to that throne of grace.
Y ou can find help; graceto help in the time of need. No, you neglect this great
salvation and it means awholelot, it avery practical thing and in you everyday life to
deliver you out of all your problems and troubles, to give you wisdom to help you
along. Yes, even give you the breaks and see that things work out right for you.

06: 16 M/S

HWA: Well, in this sixth chapter of Hebrews, we'd come down to the place where we
read about Christ having entered within the velil, in other words into the very throne of
God up in heaven, whither the forerunner isfor us entered even Jesus, that is the very
throne of God, made a High Priest forever after the order (NT: 5010) or the same rank
as Melchizedek, because that is what it means.

NT: 5010 taxis (tax'-is); from NT:5021; regular arrangement, i.e. (in time) fixed
succession (of rank or character), official dignity.

06: 41 M/S

HWA: Now, who isthis Melchizedek? Now, first, Melchizedek was God's High
Priest. It wasway back at the time of Abraham, He'd aways been a High Priest but
we only find matter recorded during the time of Abraham, now incidentally there'sa
little something let me stop and explain. Inthe Bible, there were many, many, many
centuries prior to Abraham, but you don't read of very much in the Bible before
Abraham. Y ou begin to find Abraham introduced here in the twelfth chapter, well
he's introduced first in the eleventh chapter in his genealogy. And these first eleven
chapters of the Bible cover agreat long period of time. But not very much isreveal to
us about that time. Very little isrevealed to us about what happened back before the
flood. Of course, the flood is something that is very fashionable today to laugh at and
sneer about.

07: 45 M/S

HWA: | wonder if you realize that if our geologists would just wake up and be
willing to confess any of their errors and re-look for the truth, that there is ample
evidence in geology and in the rock strata of the earth that proves there was a flood.
But, of course, since they decided there wasn't aflood, they can’t admit that kind of
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evidence. Well, | can produce evidence that Geologist cannot refute. Of course they
can laugh, they can sneer, they can jeer, they can turn and run the other way, but they
can't refuteit. And of course when you can’t refute anything and you are unwilling to
admit it, too much human pride to ever admit we'd ever been wrong, isn’'t there? The
way to get around the thing isjust to sneer at it and ridicule it. That makes other
people think that it's insignificant and it isn't true. That's the way to get around truth
and get away from it, if you don't want to accept truth. There'salot of that going on
in thisworld.

08: 39 M/S

HWA: Well, there's very little back here in these first chapters, in other words, God
reveals very little of the history of what happened in that time and there are no profane
records of history about it, at all. A lot of men not knowing about it and not having
any historic record, add a good many thousands or millions of years that they think
went on there. There's no evidence, there's no proof. We've never given you any
proof, you've never seen any proof, of course, because... learned men looked dignified
and maybe grow a beard to look very dignified, and pronounce that they're scientist
and tell you that a certain thing happened and most of you just like a bunch of dump
sheep just believe it and follow it, swallow what ever they want to tell you; hook, line
and sinker. God’ sword says, 'prove al things!' Did you ever stop to prove some of
these things? You’'re going to get your eyes open when you do.

09: 25 M/S

HWA: Wéll, thereisn’t very much given about anything until you come to the time
of Abraham, of what happened; very, very little. And the prophecy is merely history
written in advance. And, when we get up to the time of the coming of Christ, thereis
very little written about what's going to happen way out there in advance in the future
that hasn't come yet. Y ou have to remember, my friends, that the Bibleisthe
peculiar book of Isragl and about Isragl and Abraham isthe father of Israel. Abraham
is also the father of the faithful. And if you don't become an Isra€elite, you have no
salvation. A Gentile iswithout God, without hope, without Christ and without any
salvation. He's cut off from salvation. But, through repentance and through Christ,
He's pictured as a branch on awild olive tree, he can be cut right off of his nationality
or hiswild olive tree and grafted contrary to nature onto the natural olive tree whichis
Israel. You read of that in the eleventh chapter of Romans.

10: 30 M/S

HWA: Now the Bible isthe book of Isragl and although salvation is opened up to
Gentiles spiritually, they become Israglites through Christ. And they become
Abraham’s children. If ye be Christ, said Paul, to the Gentiles at Galatia, then are you
then Abraham's children and heirs according to the promise made to Abraham.
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Gal 3: 7-8 Know ye therefore that they which are of faith, the same are the children
of Abraham. And the scripture, foreseeing that God would justify the heathen through
faith, preached before the gospel unto Abraham, saying, In thee shall al nations be
blessed.

10: 52 M/S

HWA: So thefirst you find about this Melchizedek was in the time of Abraham.
Now He'd been apriest prior to that time, but as| say, we don't find much recorded
about what happened before that time. So, He was God's priest. Now, it was during a
war between a number of ancient cities-states, Abraham's nephew Lot had been
captured, he and his family and his goods carried off; one of their number escaped
came and told Abraham, Abraham armed 318 of his own soldiers, they pursued them
clear up to the northern part of Palestine clear beyond Dan, and they rescued Lot and
his family, they returned with them and their goods, and incidentally with alot of
spoils because, in those days and even yet except America and perhaps Britain
whenever you win awar, you take the spoil. In other words, you just loot and rob the
people you've conquered whatever they have and whatever you want. And, even
Abraham apparently did that. And it says here in Genesis fourteen, beginning with
verse eighteen,

11: 55 M/S
HWA: Gen 14: 18-20 And Melchizedek, king of Salem, brought forth bread and
wine: and he was the priest of the Most High God.

12: 00 M/S

HWA: Now, this was before the Levitical priesthood. Thiswas more than 400 years
before the time of Moses. And He blessed Him Abraham. And said, blessed be
Abram of the Most High God, possessor of heaven and earth, [That is God is the
possessor of heaven and earth] and blessed be the Most High God which has delivered
thy enemies into thine hand. And the Abraham, gave unto him [Melchizedek] tithes,
that isten percent, of al. Now, notice, Melchizedek was king of Salem. Salemisthe
original Jerusalem. It'snow is called Jerusalem but that's just Jeru-Salem. They
prefixed Jeru on the front of it and they called it Jerusalem now. Now, Hebrew words
have meaning; the meaning of the word Melchizedek is king of righteousness. Now,
if we'd trandate that the Hebrew word into English, we would say Melchizedek
because we'd say king of righteousness and that would be Hisname. And, Salem
means peace, or Jerusalem means peace. It'sthe city of peace. Only it hasn't known
peace because of the ways of mankind, but it will yet know peace forever.

13: 19 M/S

HWA: So this Melchizedek, whose name was king of righteousness was king of
peace, why? The king of righteousness was also be king of peace because
righteousness produces peace. Righteousnessisthe way to peace. It's
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unrighteousness that provokes and produces war, my friends. So, naturally, He was
the king of peace and He was the king then of atown called Salem, that became the
city of Jerusalem. And it was stated that He was the priest of the most high God!
Now, Melchizedek is mention again in Psalms 110, verse four, and that is quote in
Hebrews five, six and seven.

(Heb 5: 5-6) So aso Christ glorified not himself to be made an high priest; but he that
said unto him, Thou art my Son, to day have | begotten thee. Ashesaysalsoin
another place, Thou art a priest for ever after the order of Melchizedek.

(Ps110:4) The Eternal has sworn and will not repent, "Thou are a priest for ever after
the order of Melchizedek, or of the rank of Melchizedek." Now coming to Hebrews
7, beginning with the seventh chapter of Hebrews again,

14: 05 M/S

HWA: Heb 7: 1-2 For this Melchizedek, King of Salem, priest of the most high God,
met Abraham returning from the slaughter of the kings, and blessed him; And to Him
[That isto Melchizedek] Abraham a portioned a tenth part of everything. Heis, that
is Melchizedek, isfirst by trandation of His name, King of righteousness. Now, that's
in your Bible, the King James has it alittle different wording, first being by
interpretation, King of Righteousness, that's the interpretation of the Hebrew word,
King of Righteousness and then Heis also King of Salem, that is, King of peace.

14: 51 M/S

HWA: Now, since God names people or things what they are, that was His name,
King of righteousness. Now, | want you to pause and think of that for just a moment,
King of righteousness. Jesus said there is none good but one: That is God. And we
find that human self-righteousness before God is nothing but filthy rags. None can be
righteous but God or one who has been made righteous by God’s power. You can be
made righteous if you will yield and surrender to God and have faith, faith in Christ.
And also faith in God, for that matter. Until Christisinyou. You can be made
righteous. Now, certainly none but one of the Godhead could be called King of
Righteousness. The King of Righteousness is the one who is the head of it and the
one who rules over Righteousness. Such an expression applied to any but God would
be blasphemy. No human being could be King of Righteousness because all human
beings have sinned and therefore, my friends, you began to see immediately that

M elchezedek was not and could not have been human, because His very name
was King of Righteousness. That's no name that God could ever applied to any
human being. Now, | want you to notice too that this man was King of Peace,
naturally. Salem, from which Jerusalem was named means peace. Remember, that
Jesusis called, 'the prince of peace.’
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(Isaiah 9: 6) For to usachildisborn, to usason isgiven; and the government will be
upon his shoulder, and his name will be called “Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.”--RSV.

16: 22 M/S

HWA: Heiscoming asthe King of kings, the Lord of lords but also as the Prince of
peace. But here'saman called the King of peace. Now that's certainly atitle that's
equal with that of Christ. And Christ is God, very God, He has been made God by a
resurrection from the dead. Now, | want you to notice further in verse three:

Heb 7: 3 [Melchezedek was, in the King James,] Without father, without mother,
without descent, [And in the Revised Version,] He is without father or mother or
genealogy and has neither beginning of days, nor end of life; [There never was atime
when His life began because it has always been! Heisfrom eternity to eternity just
like Christ and just like God the Father.] Now, we know that God is a person. We
know that Christ is a different person. While Christ was on earth, the Father was up
in heaven. And Jesus prayed to the Father, Jesusis a person, He was a self; He said of
Myself, I can do nothing, the Father that dwellsin me, He does the works. Jesus said
'the Father that sent me gave Him a commandment of what to say and to speak.’

17: 34 M/S

HWA: They were two different persons. Now hereis Melchezedek. Back inthe
beginning of your Bible, in the beginning God created the heaven and the earth, now
what is the Hebrew word there for God? The Hebrew word was Elohiym (Strong's
number 430, e-o-heem’; plural of 433, adeity). And it means, the Almighty, the
Ever-living, it means the supreme one, but Elohiym, my friendsisin aplural, aplura
number. It'splural and it isaword similar like aword like family as |'ve explained so
many times, aword like church. Now you read about the Church, it is one Church,
not two churches, not five churches, not hundreds of churches; one Church, one body
of Christ but many members. Many members but the one Church. And that one
Church infused with and led by the one spirit, the Holy Spirit of God, yet many
members. Y our human body, one body, but many members. Y ou have or should
have, ten fingers, ten toes, two eyes, a mouth and a nose; two ears. Hope that we all
have those because those are very important. And, so my friends, God isreally a
family or akingdom of persons.

18: 58 M/S

HWA: Now hereisone of the persons of the very Godhead, thisMelchizedek. That's
becoming more and more plain aswe look into it. King of Righteousness, think of
that. Also King of Peace. Now notice without Father, without Mother; without
descent. He was never born, like human are, He had no descent from another, Heis
self-existent, has always existed. Course your mind can't contain that. Y our mind
can't image anyone that never came into existence. But, if He had to come into



8of 10 THE MYSTERY OF MELCHIZEDEK - PART 1 05-20-05

existence, what power, what force, what person brought Him into existence? Y our
mind can't conceive that either, can it? You just have to admit your mind can't go that
far. It goesclear to eternity. Think of it. God has always existed. My mind won't
quite grasp that. | don't think yourswill either. God always will exist and you, my
friends, too can have eternal life. And live for ever and ever from this day time on,
the only difference is that thereis atime when you and | began to exist. And there
was atime prior to that when you and | did not exist but there has never been atime
when God did not exist. And there has never been atime when this Melchizedek did
not exist. Having neither beginning of days nor end of life therefore He has always
existed from eternity to eternity. Now He wasn't created like angels, angels are
created beings and there was atime when no angel ever existed. Then therewasa
time when they came into existence when God created them.

20: 35 M/S

HWA: But hereisnot an angel, here is someone very superior to an angel. Yet,
Melchezedek cannot be God the Father, because he was a Priest of the Most High
God. Now, scripture says no man has ever seen the Father, but Abraham saw

M elchezedek. Saw Him and talked with Him. So, he can’'t be God the Father. Now
we also read in thisthird verse, let meread it to you, “having neither beginning of
days, nor end of life; but made like unto the Son of God; abideth a priest continually.”

21: 12 M/S

HWA: Not the Father but made like unto the Son of God. Now here in the Revised
Version, “but resembling the Son of God he continues [That’ s present tense.] a priest
for ever.” He has aways existed, now Heis now priest, he continues as priest. Yes,
Meélchizedek continues High Priest right now. Now, we're coming to alittle more.
There sonly one High Priest, there can’t be two High Priest. One higher than the
other, that would be like the movie that Charlie Chaplin made here a good many years
ago. If you'll remember, it was called The Dictator and he had Hitler and Mussolini
there. Now, let me see, he acted the part of Hitler, didn't he? | forget who acted the
part of Mussolini. Anyhow, they got into a barber shop and there were two chairsin
the barber shop, and one of them | don't remember which, he sort of jacked the chair
up, you know how you can a barber chair, to make it alittle higher, he wanted to be a
little higher than the other. Well, | think probably Mussolini did that and Hitler wasn't
going to stand for it. He was going to be on top of Mussolini, so he jacked his chair a
little higher. And they kept going and of course these trick barber chairsin the movie
scene kept going to they hit the celling. And of course we all screamed with laughter
and it was so true the nature anyway how those men had so much egotism; each one
wanted to be higher than the other. Well, now if you had two High Priest, my friends,
then that's probably about what would happen. Which one going to be the highest?
And, each trying to get higher than the other. No, there's only one High Priest.
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Because there's no confusion in God's Kingdom like... it was funny to look at, of
course, in acrazy dapstick comedy of thekind. But, there's only one High Priest.

23: 00 M/S

HWA: Now this says that he abides, that isthat he remains, continues, permanently,
continuously the priest and a High Priest, he wasn't any little priest. God the Father is
not the priest of God but Christ the son is. And yet in the days when the apostle Paul
lived and wrote shortly after Jesus had ascended into heaven, Jesus became our High
Priest.

Heb 4: 14 Seeing then that we have a great high priest, that is passed into the
heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast our profession.

23: 25 M/S

HWA: And scripture states that even then Melchizedek abides and this was long after
Christ had become High Priest and here the Apostle Paul iswriting that Melchizedek
remains still and is now High Priest, because that’ s what that word abides means.
Does now abide a priest continually. And the Moffat translation says continues to be
priest permanently. And this other Revised trandation, continues a priest forever.
Now, they al mean the different words there but different translations, they all mean
the same thing. And so, Melchizedek is still the High Priest today and will be forever.
And at the same time, Christ then istoday and shall be forever, High Priest, same
rank. My friends, it beginsto become unavoidablethat they are one and the same
person. Arethere two high priests? Why, it'simpossible.

24: 27 M/S

HWA: The conclusion then isinescapable. Contrary to many of cherished man
thought of idea, and men haveideas. Now alot of people have a pet idea, they love
their ideathey wouldn't give it up, not for anything in the world. No, they may face
the choice of giving up their pet idea about something like this or giving up their life
for eternity, but they'll give up their life before they give up an idea that they treasure.
They'll writein and tell me that I'm ignorant, that I'm wrong, that | don't understand,
but they'll never admit that they are wrong. It reminds me, you know, of the man that
was drunk and someone told him he was drunk and he hick alittle bit and said, | know
it, soam |. In other words, he thought the other fellow was too. And they usually
think it's the other fellow. They can't turn that looking glass around and look into it
and see who the oneisthat'srealy wrong. | tell you, my friends, human beings seem
to get everything twisted and everything upside down, until they think black iswhite
and they think East is West and they think right iswrong. And they seem to think that
wrong is all right, yes, thereis away that seems right unto man, the ends thereof are
the ways of desath.
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25: 35 M/S

HWA: Now, | say, my friends, don't believe men. | don't asked you to believe me. |
asked you to open your Bible and believe what you see there! And if you yield your
mind and your heart to God, He will show you the way. Now, | want you to continue
in verse four where it says here, "Now consider how great this man was, [now
consider how great this man was] unto whom even the patriarch Abraham gave atenth
of the spails.”

26: 05 M/S

HWA: My friends, do you know what worship is? If you worship anything or
anybody except God, that is a capital sin, and let metell you right here, very few
people know what worship isl Most of you people are worshipping things or people
other than God and you're sinning and you don't know it. Because you don't know
what constitutes worship. Now, a Bible definition of worship, isin Revelation,
chapter thirteen and verse four: And here it's speaking about the Beast which isthe
Roman Empire and asit isto be resurrected. And it says, our people here are
worshipping the Beast! And it says that they worshipped the Beast; how did they
worship? Saying, Who is like unto the Roman Empire? Who's like unto this Beast?
Who is able to make war with it? Now my friends, a certain amount of the right kind
of patriotism isagood thing. Patriotism, if it isworshipped. isal wrong. But
patriotism if it ismere loyalty isaright. Oh my timeisup, | didn't realizeit. Well,
anyway, that is worship and here the Bible actually pays worship to this M elchizedek
and so He is greater than any archangel, Heis Christ! Now, I'll just have to bring it
to aclose. Fin: (27: 22 m/s).




