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HEBREWS STUDIES – PART FOUR
BIBLE STUDY
by HERBERT W. ARMSTRONG

BACKGROUND:
00: 25 M/S

HWA: With all this upsurge of religious interest that we hear reported on every side,
why is it, my friends, that almost nobody today knows what real Christianity is. Why
are millions deceived. Why do millions think, as they say, they're saved and don’t
even know what it is to be saved. They don’t know what salvation is, they don’t even
know the process. There are so many ideas today and never have people been more
mixed up on anything than this thing we call salvation. This religious issue; just what
is it all about. What does it mean to you? What does it got to do with your practical
life. And is there anything practical to it? Its about time we took it out and looked at
it.
01: 18 M/S

HWA: There's a great deal of interest in religion today and in a good many quarters,
that's all it is, just a passing interest. A lot of people know we're living in a world
filled now with stock piles of atomic bombs and hydrogen bombs and others still more
destructive things on the way. And a lot of people are beginning to think they'd better
get it all fixed up. Maybe they better go join a church and that gets it all fixed up, but
does is? Or is that just a superstition? And is it just sort of a fear... How many people
have time to stop and think about what life is? And why are they're here and where
are they going? And what about all of these conditions we see in the world today?
What brought them on? You know, this world went along for almost six thousand
years, or a little over 5,900 years, this world has gone along... without any such
terrific, terrifying upset world conditions as we live in today.
02: 20 M/S

HWA: Former generations didn’t know a world like we know it. But we've been
living in it for a few years now and I suppose that a lot of us have sort of begun to
take it for granted the world has always been like this. Why, my friends, the world
was never like this until about the year 1914. You are living in a totally changed and
new and different world than anything that we ever had before. Oh, it's the same old
world, the same ways, only we're now at the final grand smash climax at the close of
this world. You hear a lot today about the end of the world. Is the world coming to
an end? Well, what is the world in the first place? The world is not the earth! The
world is merely the pattern, the system of society that man has developed on this
earth. A lot of people don't know how that came about. You've been born here in this
twentieth century, some of us in the nineteenth century; the latter part of it. We were
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born into this modern complex world that's getting more mechanical and more
complex all the time. And we just take it for granted. And we suppose it's always
been like this.
03: 32 M/S

HWA: A man of eighty-two years of age some years back came to me and he said in
all my eighty-two years, I have never heard anyone explain in a common sense
manner that really made sense, the plain whys and wherefores of this thing of religion.
And what is this thing we call salvation. And why is it and how does it work? And
how do I get it and how do I know whether it's anything that I want to get, just what is
it? I've been dwelling on that a great deal and from different angles and giving you
the different ideas of a lot of different people. And in the preceding broadcast, we
devoted, I believe, about the entire time to the first verse of the third chapter of
Hebrews.
Heb 3: 1 Wherefore, holy brethren, partakers of the heavenly calling, consider the
Apostle and High Priest of our profession, Christ Jesus;
04: 18 M/S

HWA: This marvelous book of Hebrews, the priesthood book. What is Jesus Christ
doing now? About once a year, you remind yourself that Jesus didn't stay dead on the
cross. His body was taken down from the cross and he was buried in the tomb of
Joseph Ari*mathea but... that's about as far as a lot of people ever go. About once a
year, they remind themselves that He rose from the dead. But, do you really believe
it? Or is that just something to talk about once a year; the time they call Easter. Now,
He rose from the dead and if Jesus is alive, that's been over 1900 years ago, what's He
been doing these 1900 years, where is He now?
05: 02 M/S

HWA: Is he like the Professor Emeritus, He did some fine things, He walked on the
water, and He quieted the storm and He turned the water into wine, He healed the sick
and he raised the dead,... yes he did some wonderful things, it cause quite a little stir,
thousands of people came to hear Him when He talked, in fact, they sought Him to,..
get Him to talk when He was trying to get away from them even. And, all that, but
maybe like the Professor Emeritus, He's grown old and feeble. Does He do anything
now? Has He got a job, does he occupy as office? Is he engaged and actually doing
anything, now? You know in this preaching of what we call Christianity today we
hear a lot of preaching about what Jesus did do during a three and one-half year
ministry over 1990 years ago. My friends, why don't we hear a little about what Jesus
has been doing not for three and one-half years, not for merely thirty and one-half
years but for over 1900 years.
06: 08 M/S
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HWA: What's He been doing that time, what is He doing now? And what does it
have to do with you? And your business, your job, your farm, you housework, what
ever your job is? Whatever way you spend your time. What's He doing now? In the
book of Hebrews, you read about what Jesus is doing now! His office now. And I
want to tell you my friends, because you know that, a lot of you are carrying a lot of
cares and burdens and worries and headaches and heartaches that you don't need to
carry if you knew what Jesus is doing now. Because, He ascended to heaven at the
right hand of God as your High Priest if you want to accept him in that office. If you
want to come to God by and through Him and be reconciled to God. If you want to
realize there is a living Jesus Christ, He's alive today. And He is on the job night and
day for you. And you aren't taking advantage of it.
07: 09 M/S

HWA: You know, it's a good deal like I mentioned this once before. I might take a
watch out of my pocket, now this is a very fine watch. Supposing I'd say I'm going to
give you this watch. I lay it down on the table right here before me, and I say here it
is, and you're across the room at the other end of the studio. Here's the watch, it
you're now, I've laid it down, here it is, come and get it. Why my friends, you're not
going to have that watch you know unless you walk over here and get it. I'm not
going to carry it to you. And you know, Jesus Christ is on His Father's throne, I
almost said His throne and that would be wrong, He’s not on His own throne. Jesus is
not on His throne He's on His Father’s throne. He’s going to come back to earth to sit
on His own throne! But, He now sits on His Father’s throne as your High Priest! And
He is there to give you service, He is there to give you help.
08: 04 M/S

HWA: Now, you go into a very fine class or deluxe hotel. You might have even a
fine special suite of rooms if the hotel has one. And all of the services included, you
have maid service and you have special dining room service, you can have your meals
brought up and served and they're people there to wait on you and serve you if you
want them. Of course, they probably expect a tip for it, but nevertheless they're there.
But, you aren't going to get the service if you go after it in a good many cases. That is
room services or things like that at least.
08: 42 M/S

HWA: And Jesus Christ is there to serve you. He's there as your advisor, He’s there
to give you counsel, He is there to give you wisdom, He’s there to heal you when you
are sick, He is there to guide you, He there to deliver you from every trial and
problem and trouble. He's there to fight your enemies. He is there to relive you
from fear and worry. Maybe that isn’t worth anything to you. Maybe when you get
into a tight predicament, to be delivered out of it, it isn’t worth anything to you.
Maybe when you are all perplexed with fears and worries and problems, you don’t
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know how to solve them, you don’t know which way to turn to whip them, maybe it
isn’t worth anything to you. To have a counselor who is infallible, who has the very
mind of God, who has all knowledge, who is perfect absolutely, to show you the way.
And to give you wisdom, to show you what you ought to do so that you will make the
right decision and not make a mistake,... that might be very costly. You know, these
are things you could not buy with money. And you can’t buy them with money, you
just buy them with your own life. You have to give your life over to Him. A lot of
people don’t know that. But He's there to help and again, He's,... three verses that are
really the heart and soul of the Book of Hebrews:
10: 09 M/S

HWA: Heb 4: 14-16 Seeing then that we have a great high priest, [Yes, we have Him
there but you're not going to get any service from Him my friends unless you go after
it. It's there waiting for you! Now, Jesus Christ is on the job, night and day, but he's
on the job for those that come to Him. No there are people coming to him, and He's
keeping busy. But He's has plenty of time to look after you too. He has plenty of time
to see that you get the right breaks. You know, very often two football teams, two
basketball teams, are going to meet in a great contest. They're evenly matched.
How's it going to come out, oh, the speculation, you read a lot more in the sport pages
about it before the great game and the great battle than you do afterward. Speculation
as to who is going to win, very often they say it all depends on the breaks. It all
depends upon the breaks. Call it luck, what ever you will. Do you know there's one
on that throne up there as your High Priest that will give you the breaks. He has
power to interfere even with nature. And the day of miracles are not past, they are
past only for those who don't know God, who separate themselves from God and God
has a way of performing miracles for His own people in such a way that the doubters
and the skeptics never can see it. They don’t get in on it. They don’t get these
blessings, they don’t get these benefits.].
11: 37 M/S

HWA: No, God set before us, blessings on the one hand and curses on the other. And
God Almighty said to every man, women and child in this world: Choose! You have
to choose whether you're going to want the blessings or the cursings. You know
while we're on it,... back here in Deuteronomy 30, remember where God says, "See, I
have set before thee this day life and good, [That's on one hand] and death and evil"
[on the other];. Why that's in Deuteronomy 30, verse 15 and in verse 19. And you
hear me quote this quite often. You're going to continue to hear me quote this a great
deal. Don't think it's a repeat broadcast, because I use this in so many, I want you to
get this. I want you to understand it.
12: 19 M/S
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HWA: God made us free moral agents. And God says: “I call heaven and earth to
record this day against you, that I have set before you life and death, blessing and
cursing: therefore choose life,” [Well, now, He said that to Adam. Adam chose
cursing. Adam chose death. “And as it is appointed unto men once to die, but after
this the judgment.” Now, my friends, you know, we assume and I think that even I
have, that that means that mankind chose the wrong way. Well, and that’s true. But I
wonder if you realize that that same thing is setting before you. And on the one hand,
if you will choose the way of God and it is a way from Genesis to Revelations, all the
way through the New Testament, all the way through the writings of the Apostle Paul;
it is the way of life! And if you choose that way, it leads to blessings. It leads to life;
life eternal. But on the other hand, if you choose the other way, it leads to curses
while you live and finally ending up in death! Now, you're making your decision.
13: 35 M/S

HWA: I made a decision here, years ago. And I was willing to give up my life, you
know if you seek to save your life, you're going to lose it. But, if you give your life
for Christ sake, He says you shall find it. Well I'd come to the place, I won't take any
credit, God had brought me to the place where my life was nothing but a burnt out
hunk of junk,.. there wasn't anything worth anything in it, and I said to God, It isn't
worth anything to me anymore, I'm all disillusioned, I was frustrated, I was a failure,
after I'd thought that I was a great success, but I'd been begin now to think I was a
complete failure. I had totally lost all self-confidence. And so, I said to God, “If you
want this life of mine, you can have it. It isn't worth anything. I didn't feel I was
giving Him anything. I didn't feel I was really making a great sacrifice, I guess the
sacrifice had already been made. I'd been brought to the place where there wasn't
much there.”
14: 35 M/S

HWA: But I said that if you can use this life, you can have it. Well, you know He
took me up on it. And He’s been using it. Now, I didn’t realize then I was choosing
the way of blessings. I didn’t do it in order to get blessings, I didn’t do for that reason
at all. It just seems there was nothing else I could do at the time. Now, I came to a
new way of confidence, I never did regain that self-confidence. I haven’t got much of
that today. But I came to have faith in God! And that's the kind of confidence, if
you will give your life to Him, if you place it in His hands, if you know you are only
an instrument in His hands; you're the clay, He’s the master potter. You come to God
and you'll be willing to live God’s way, you come to this High Priest and let Him
guide you, let Him live your life for you, let Him live His life in you by His spirit
which is in you, or will be, could be, should be, …and my friends you get blessings!
15: 27 M/S

HWA: But you say, well, I'm sufficient unto myself. I don't believe in God's way. I
don't like that law of God. Besides, some preacher told me that law is all nailed to the

6 of 10

HEBREWS _ PART 4

5/23/05

cross. And God is a hard, stern master. I don't think He loves me. He just wants me
to be miserable and unhappy. So you say, I think I know a better way, you go your
own way, and you're just going the way of the curses. And you're going to reap those
curses. Now, that's the way with the skeptics, the scoffers, the doubters. Oh, they
may have fine minds, they may be scientific gentlemen but if they are hiding their
minds from God, they’re under a curse, that's all. And they have plenty of fears and
worries. And they make plenty of wrong decisions. And they get plenty of bad
breaks.
16: 15 M/S

HWA: You know, my friends, I begin learning years ago how to get the right kind of
breaks. And I get them. Now, that’s doesn’t mean that God never lets anything
happen to me to teach me a lesson. We’ve had some reverses, we had some things
that weren’t just pleasant. But, we’ve come to see later that it was all just to teach us
a lesson. Over here in Hebrew a little further you will read that God, who is this
living God and Jesus, as our High Priest, living right there at the right hand of God
that he punishes or chastens ever son that He loves. And He says that you're not one
of His sons unless you are getting some of this chastening. And, this chastening, this
punishment, it isn't very pleasurable at the time, you don't like it, not a bit. No, it
doesn't seem a bit nice. Whom the lord loves, He chastens and scourges every son
that he receives.
Heb 12: 4-6 In your struggle against sin, you have not yet resisted to the point of
shedding your blood. And you have forgotten that word of encouragement that
addresses you as sons: "My son, do not make light of the Lord's discipline, and do not
lose heart when he rebukes you, because the Lord disciplines those he loves,
and he punishes everyone he accepts as a son." NIV
Now, if you are going to come to Him and get all of these benefits and these breaks,
He's probably going to punish and pin your ears back a little bit once in a while
because you need it. Just like any loving parent. And you're the kind of child that's
going to get out of hand once in a while and you won't be listening often enough and
well maybe that's the thorns on the rose bush but these thorns are good for you. They
aren't going to give you any blood poisoning. They're good for you. You've loved
your fathers of the flesh that have corrected you, if they did and I hope they did, for
your own sake.
17: 45 M/S

HWA: But, I started in, I’ve been punished that's true, but I’ve always had the breaks.
Let me tell you, everything has broken just right. And God has made certain promises
that in the end, things will turn out a certain way and they've turned out that way.
And, I’ve found out what it is to be happy and I can look back over a life now without
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regrets. Oh, I’ve had plenty of regrets as I've looked back over my past life. If it
weren't that everything that would come in the regret column has gone, as our
fundamental friends say, right under the blood of Christ, in other words, Christ
Himself took every one of those things on himself and he paid the penalty in full and I
don’t have to pay it. But I had to repent of it and to be so sorry that I would turn
around and go the other way and not make that mistake again and I had to confess it.
And, well He paid it and I don't have to do it. I don't have to worry about that end of
it. But, because I've relied on Him, because I've trusted Him, because I've known
there was a High Priest there, because I've gone boldly to this throne of grace so many
hundreds of times; I've had the breaks.
18: 50 M/S

HWA: I’ve got a lot of enemies, I got a lot of people that scoff and sneer, they would
accuse of any and everything. But, listen, God Almighty hasn’t been my enemy, He’s
my friend, He’s given me the breaks! He’s given me everything that a man could
possibly want and desire in this life to make him happy; I've got. I’ve tried to serve
Him well in spite of what enemies might say. God knows a man’s heart, you know.
And God looks on the heart.
19: 25 M/S

HWA: I don't know what enemies see in me, but I do know what God sees. I know
that He sees some wrong and then He punishes me. And He straightens me out and
makes me right. Doesn’t have to do it as often now as He use to. On the other hand,
He has kept every promise. I started out wanting material blessings. I had to give all
that up. I had to give it all up because I had to find the spiritual blessing are more
important, so then, my wife and I got the spiritual blessings. Oh, we've spent some of
the happiest hours till it just seemed like there was...I don't know how to explain it, it
was like brilliant sun light, like jewels of silver and sparkling diamonds and things
around; just sort of sensing angels present. That is just something you experience and
isn't any fanaticism. This thing seems pretty real, I always been very practical.
20: 21 M/S

HWA: And just studying the Bible and getting understanding that was so precious
with humble people, without much education and living in a one room shack with the
beds over in one corner or two and the dining table and a cook stove. And no rugs on
the floor, but where the floor was kept clean and everything was immaculate and neat
and in place. Even though they had practically nothing and perhaps some of the
chairs with old bailing wire tying them up to keep them from falling apart or
something. You know, I've been in homes like that and spent hours with people like
that and we've been happy. And we've know what it is to go hungry ourselves and
still find happiness. Well, God has never made us rich or wealthy; He doesn't promise
any such thing. But we don't have to go hungry anymore. We have everything that
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anyone could want or need. What is there in having enough clothes to wear and
enough food to eat, and shelter and a nice roof over your head. What I know and what
I tell you, my friends, that these things pay off, I know what I'm talking about. I've
been putting it to the test. I don't have to look back with regrets.
21: 35 M/S

HWA: And I can look forward just like the Apostle Paul, forgetting the things that
are behind that are unpleasant and can look back on, well let me tell you that I know
there are thousands of you people listening right now whose lives have been changed
because God has used this voice and poured out His message through it and I've
merely been an instrument but I’ve had a little part in it, haven’t I? I get a lot
satisfaction out of that and changing your lives. And bringing many sons to glory, as
Jesus our captain of our salvation has been leading. He uses some of us as
instruments. Well, there I go getting off the track again, listen,
Heb 4: 14 “...we have this great High Priest, that is passed into the heavens, Jesus the
Son of God, therefore he says, let us hold fast our profession and our confession.”
22: 25 M/S

HWA: And it is a profession, it's a vocation, it’s a life occupation if you know what it
is, it isn’t just something to join a church, it isn’t just something to, well, to shed a few
tears on the altar, or to say before people I’ve made my decision for Christ or I’ve
received Christ or something like that. Oh, it's a great deal more than that, it's your
life, it is your life; it's a changed life! It’s a life filled with God Himself and all His
fullness and His power. Filled with wisdom, filled with knowledge, filled with a
sense of the right values instead of the wrong that you always cherished before.
23: 00 M/S

HWA: And it's a life where you have this High Priest up there guiding you. Or you
have this counsel. Now, just in a material sense, we keep an attorney who has all of
the legal knowledge for advice, and counsel. Now we keep a man like that here in our
staff. Well, that's just for some material things, one thing or another that might come
up; many decisions of that sort. But listen, I have one counselor that I go to above all
others! Now, in a multitude of counselors there's safety, and I have various groups
here on our campus and here at the headquarters of this great work that goes around
the world now and I have different groups that I call in to counsel with on different
problems. College problems, I call certain groups. Business problems, I call in
certain other men. And in a multitude of counselors there's safety.
23: 54 M/S

HWA: But there's one counselor above all and that's this counselors who sits up there
on the throne of grace. He's my High Priest. And I go to Him continually. And He
tells me through James, if I lack wisdom, I’ll asked Him and He will give it! And I
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expect to get it when I ask and I do! And He's prevented me from making many a
wrong decisions that might have cost this work and the co-workers who make
sacrifices and are loyal with their tithe money that isn't theirs but belongs to God and
who are liberal with their free will offerings that make all this possible for you. And
makes it possible for me; broadcast after broadcast after broadcast to give you this
message, offer you things absolutely free and to emphasize it's free and there's no
subscription price, and there's no charge and never say a word about money. You
don't find me asking for money and this is no request for money either I'm just
explaining something.
24: 50 M/S

HWA: Well, I’ll tell you, I would have lost a lot of their money, many a time if God
hadn't given me enough wisdom to prevent making wrong decisions. And its God’s
money after all and we have to be very careful about it.
Heb 4: 15 Now we have not an high priest which cannot be touched with the feeling
of our infirmities; but was in all points tempted like as we are, and yet without sin.
That means He never made a mistake. Because sin is a great mistake, it is the biggest
mistake you can make! Sin is the transgression of God’s law; God set laws in motion!
A lot of people today think they have religion but don’t believe in the laws of God.
They don’t believe in obedience to God, they believe in the ways of man of this
world. This world is coming to an end and soon. But this world is a pattern of society
that's been built on the earth that is damning the souls of men. And it is making
people unhappy. God calls us out of this world and be separate. He tells us about the
happy, peaceful world tomorrow and its coming and its coming soon!
25: 55 M/S

HWA: Consider, it says here, the Apostle and High Priest of our profession Jesus
Christ. Well, the knowledge about Jesus Christ is a very wonderful thing. But you
know what I teach our students here at Ambassador College? They come here to gain
knowledge. But, they also came here to gain experience. And to learn how to apply
knowledge because I tell them that knowledge is of no value except as you put it to
work. As you apply it. It's the result that counts. Not just getting knowledge, it may
be pleasant to have knowledge come into your mind. Some people enjoy it and some
don't. But, nevertheless, it is very practical if you put it to use. If it is right
knowledge and if it works and if it produces the result. That's the thing that counts!
26: 47 M/S

HWA: And so, my friends, it's wonderful to consider Jesus but you need to know
what He is there for! And you need to go to Him when you need help. You're
carrying a lot of worries, a lot of fears for the future. You don’t need to fear the
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future. It took me years to learn that. Why don’t you learn it? Why don’t you just
turn it over to Him. Why don't you realize that you do have a High Priest and I talked
to you a few minutes ago about coming across this room and picking up this watch
that I might leave on the desk and say that it’s yours. But, you wouldn’t get it if you
did not come and pick it up and get it! And you are not going to get all that help from
the throne of grace if you don’t go for it! And so it says here, notice again, here's the
wording:
27: 30 M/S

HWA: Heb 4: 16 Let us therefore come boldly [Don’t stay where you are, but come,
come in prayer of course.] unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and
find grace to help in time of need.
Well, it’s up to you. It pays off my friends. It’s a very practical thing. You know,
real Christianity is a living thing and it’s going to change your life and it’s a different
life all together. A life in Christ Jesus.

